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Remarks 

Claims 1-17 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-6, 10, 1 1, 15, and 16 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Mueller et al. (4,631,495). Claims 7-9 
and 12-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mueller et al taken 
alone. Claim 17 has been allowed. Claims 18 and 19 are added by this Amendment, and contain 
subject matter that was presented in original claims 7 and 12; therefore no new matter is added 
by these claims. In view of the following remarks, reconsideration and withdrawal of these 
grounds of rejection is requested. 

Examiner Interview 

The Applicant thanks the Examiner for the courtesy of the Interview conducted on 
November 2, 2005 (prior to issuance of the present Final Rejection). During the Interview the 
Examiner indicated allowable subject matter in claim 17. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-6, 10, 1 1, 15, and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mueller et al. (4,631,495). Independent claims 1 and 10 have been amended to include 
limitations indicated as allowable by the Examiner with respect to claim 17. It should be noted 
that independent claims 1 and 10 have been amended to expedite allowance of the present 
application, and not for any 'substantial reason related to patentability' as that term is construed 
in Festo Corp. v. Shoketsu Kinzoku Kogyo Kabushiki Co., Ltd ., 234 F.3d 558 (Fed. Cir. 2000), 
and related case law. Accordingly, claims 1-6, 10, 1 1, 15, and 16 should now be in condition for 
allowance. 
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Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 



Claims 7-9 and 12-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mueller et al. As noted above, independent claims 1 and 10 have been amended to include 
limitations indicated as allowable by the Examiner with respect to claim 1 7. As all of claims 7-9 
and 12-14 depend from either claim 1 or claim 10, the Applicants submit that claims 7-9 and 12- 
14 are also in condition for allowance. 



In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant submits that this application is in condition 
for allowance at an early date, which action is earnestly solicited. 



DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary US LLP 

One Liberty Place 

1650 Market Street, Suite 4900 

Philadelphia, PA. 19103 

Phone: 215.656.3300 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Taufer 
Reg. No. 35,703 



Darius C. Gambino 
Reg. No. 41,472 
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